SECTION II

?HE OPERATION OF THE PRIMARY TEN-
DENCIES OF THE HUMAN MIND IN THE
LIFE OF SOCIETIES

CHAPTER X

THE REPRODUCTIVE AND THE PARENTAL
INSTINCTS

IN the first section of the book certain primary or
fundamental tendencies of the human mind were
distinguished and described, and it was asserted
that these are the prime movers, the great motive powers;
of human life and society, and that therefore a true under-
standing of the nature and operation of these tendencies
must form the essential basis of all social psychology,
and in fact of the social sciences in general I propose
to devote this section to the illustration of the truth of
this position/and to consider very briefly some of the
principal ways in which each of these primary tendencies
plays its part in shaping the social life of man and in
determining the forms of institutions and of social
organisation,

The processes to be dealt with are so complex, the
operations of the different factors are so intricately com-
bined, their effects are so variously interwoven and fused
in the forms of social organisations and institutions,
that it would be presumptuous to attempt to prove the
truth of most of the views advanced. I would therefore
repeat and especially emphasise in regard to this section

the remark made in the introduction to this volume to
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